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GREETINGS
Dear friends and neighbors, 
 
From live music to insightful climate talks, 2023 was our busiest year yet at the Root
Schoolhouse. Now open to the public, we remain focused on cultivating community by
offering classes, hosting activities for adults and children, and showcasing the
knowledge of local residents. 

We opened the season last year with our annual Roots & Blooms event. Although our
inaugural event took place on a rainy day, we had a nice turnout and enjoyed seeing
both new and familiar faces for May Day basket-making. In addition, Lorrie Wilkes and
the Red Clover Band treated locals to lively music on Sunday evenings while we dined
at sunset, and Nathan Margolis and Lori Jannen hosted two well-attended open mic
nights. We also hosted a climate-focused educational speaker series featuring local
farmers, authors, and teachers, who shared their insight on how to help heal the
planet. 

In addition, our 2023 Annual Appeal raised $5,905. Thank you for your support! Funds
will go toward upgrading the schoolhouse interior to make it more tech-savvy with
new additions such as public WiFi and audio/visual equipment. We also plan to install
leaf guards to protect our new gutters and route water away from newly restored
infrastructure that took a decade to fully restore. 
  
This summer, we will once again host our open mic nights and a new nature-themed
speaker series featuring local authors and scientists. We’d be happy to talk to you if
you are interested in renting the schoolhouse for an event. Our brightly-lit space is
available from the end of May to September and comes with historic charm and a
beautiful view of neighboring Hogwash Farm. 
 
We hope to see you in the spring when the snow melts! 

 
Nancy LaRowe and Mary Layton, Presidents, Root District Game Club
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YEAR-IN-REVIEW
Roots & Blooms 
 
At our inaugural event for the year, children and adults gathered at the schoolhouse to learn how to
make May Day baskets, a longtime tradition marking the end of chilly weather and the start of spring.
We also held a raffle for a children’s gardening set and a custom-built raised garden bed. 

Musical festivities

During the summer on Sunday evenings, we held community picnics overlooking the bucolic fields of
Hogwash Farms, featuring lively music by Lorrie Wilkes and the Red Clover Band. We filled the
schoolhouse with upbeat music during two open mic nights with the help of Nathan Margolis and Lori
Jannen.

Climate talks
 
In the spirit of creating a climate-resilient future, we hosted an educational speaker series featuring
Norah Lake of Sweetland Farm, climate author Jim Antal, Norwich Energy Committee’s Linda Gray, and
Dr. Morgan Peach, of Dartmouth’s Environmental Studies Department. Speakers covered topics such
as how to address climate change and biodiversity loss as well as Vermont’s new climate legislation. 

Annual meeting

At our annual meeting, environmental educators Chrissy Morley (of Marion Cross School) and Jeannie
Kornfeld (of Hanover High School), talked about how our schools are teaching Earth Systems concepts
and environmental stewardship. Students from the Hanover High School Environmental Club also
came to talk about how they’re helping make a difference. They’ve implemented a Climate Action Plan,
the first high school to do so in the U.S., and removed various invasive species, planted red oak and
silver maple seedlings at Mink Brook, started a composting and recycling program, and much more.

Our organization
We were pleased to attract two new Board Members, bringing Board membership to a robust level
that affirms our relevance to the community. We continue to work on building membership, helping
our supporters to understand the importance of annual dues to ongoing operations. With gratitude,
we recognize the visionary contributions of past-president and longtime leader Courtney Dobyns as
she steps off the board. Her dedication and hard work laid the foundation (and the new roof!) for the
Schoolhouse’s vibrant future. 

Thank you to all our speakers, members, and volunteers who made these events so successful. 
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FINANCES
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The Root District Game Club (RDGC) raised more than $11,700 in contributions from generous
individuals and organizations, membership dues and rental income in 2023. This revenue helped
fund ongoing maintenance of the Root Schoolhouse, as well as to operate the facility and the
organization. A portion of these funds will be used in 2024 for the installation of gutters for the
building.

The 2023 annual operating expenses totaled about $3,200 and included insurance, utilities, fees
and fundraising costs. The revenues used to fund the operating expenses included membership
dues, contributions from events, and rental fees. In 2023, the RDGC collected $1,600 in dues;
approximately $1,300 was raised during the first annual Roots & Blooms event (spring); and the
RDGC earned a total of $350 in rental fees.

CONTRACTOR & SUPPLIER THANK YOUS
Bragg Carpentry Remodeling & Repair

Kyle Martino – KM Electrical Contractors, LLC
KR Portables for Portable Toilet Service



FINANCES
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MEMBERSHIP
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Rev. Dr. Jim Antal & Cindy Shannon
Stefan Brown

Ann & Barry Cousins
Christine & Nathan Crandell

Nancy Cressman & Alan Berolzheimer
Cam Cross & Ellen Kitchel

Courtney Dobyns
Angela Evancie & Morgan Peach

Gunny Harboe
Edith (Brucie) Hubbell

Holly & John Kania
Nancy LaRowe & Dave Yesman

Jean Lawe
Mary Layton

Nathan Margolis & Lori Jannen
Patricia Monahan

Nancy Osgood
Pamela & Edmund Piper

Carl Sargent
David & Ann Shriver

Jeffrey Slayton
Gina Sonne

Tricia Spellman & Jim Westrich
Carla & John Vincent
Anne Sargent Walker

 

We are grateful to our Annual Members. Membership dues support the
operating costs of Root Schoolhouse, allowing us to meet our mission of

providing a community gathering space with meaningful programs 
for friends, neighbors, and beyond.



DONOR THANKS

Root District Game Club Annual Report | 2023

USERS IN ASIA

Thank you to our donors, whose support enables us to maintain and
improve our historic structure.
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ABOUT US
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Root Schoolhouse is a community gathering space, operating as the 
501.C.3 “Root District Game Club.” Our facility is an historic one room schoolhouse,

one of just two remaining such buildings that once served the schoolchildren of
Norwich, VT.

 Our vision is to provide a unique venue for our community to enjoy educational,
social and cultural gatherings, in a building that has a special place in the history of

Norwich, Vermont.

Our Board

Nancy LaRowe, Co-President
Mary Layton, Co-President

Nancy Cressman, Vice President
Christine Crandell, Treasurer

Holly Kania, Secretary
Cam Cross

Edith (Brucie) Hubbell
Barbara Landau
David Sargent
Betsy Vereckey

To learn more about us, please visit our website at www.rootschoolhouse.org:

Rent the Schoolhouse
Become a Member

Our History
Photo Galleries

http://www.rootschoolhouse.org/
https://rootschoolhouse.org/rent/
https://rootschoolhouse.org/join/
https://rootschoolhouse.org/history/
https://rootschoolhouse.org/2019-year-in-review/

