WORKING TOGETHER~Over Bity Norwich {amilies bave
bocoms membery of he new Root Distriet
mation of Gosdrioh Fomr
Carsers-ares neighbors which farmed six weeks age In s

recently

Communidty Cisb, =ud

BY DAN FERM
Thasks 00 s clevomth-Bose effart by
@ few neighbors to save What was oRce

thelr companits  school, Neewich's
Goedeich Four Coruers ares I
esperienciag & ted of sacial

renalsssnce

esidents and ‘neweomers'
wgpether dart he last
w0 months ¥ form & sew “Root District
Community Qub’, and to keep the old

-

y Shool District ownership

all went ot In carly
52 farsilies have poié the
g membeoeskip fee, and the
Commanity Clud’s officeny zro fockiag
forward 1o a full and veried schedule of
social evems Is 1975

“We're boplog o have seme pood
times " sayw Clud so-president Sidaey
Cook. “and got to know tr aeighbors »

tthe better.'’

Oace the schoolbouse’s  sagging
faundation 15 shored up ia the speing,
says Cook the J8ycarald bulldng can
be the sceme for any number of
selghborhood activities, Escluding
seppers, square dances, birthday, sad
aeaiversars spd holiday parties. &M
Cieb and Sosuts meetings, sad cven
rolfer skatizg.

Wit over 200 in the bask already,
ged Wil several raffics plaaned for
wster this winter, Cook and his fellow
Cleb officers have high hopes of misisg

effort 10 keep the oid Rost District Schoolb for ity
use. Piotured sbave are [back rew] Skdney Cook, lrma Cook,
Rebest Ladd. In front: Ruth Cook, Jean Lawe, Barbars [Mrs,
Rebort] Ladd, Fred Ladd, Siduey Cook and Rebert Ladd are

Co-Presidents of the new Qe

Goodrich schoolhouse project
restoring neighborliness, too

the 52,000 they figure will e necdod to
get the building seady

Less than six weoks ago, 20 Roet
strict Communicy ched exisied. I
geoesis b wdll somethisg of 8 surprise
10 the landfull of Goodrick Four
Corscrs Tamllies who Initisted the
lasz-mizute appeal,
It #f began, explatas Club secretary
e pwe, when . iressgree

of ¢ dorsast Root District Came

w
b, 16 stustee Fred hadd
i i o' sy e
were Insuffctem 0o cover the comt of
reacwing the bubding's fire msurance

policy

Usder the Ooteber, 1952 deed by
which the schocllioese wis cooveyod o
(he Game Cleb by the Norwich School
Bogred, the Clab was required to inwese
dirg. of tura ¥ back over to the
Schood Diwerice,

The Geame Ciub had boen active
duriag the 1950's and emrly 1960
Theugh the Club kad been used rarcly
since 1962, the Inssrmace policy bad
been bept wp untll this year,

Recalling the faic of the ol Tursptke
Schosethoase, which was sold and
bursed, Fred Ladd, his brother Robert,
and Cook called » moeting of EamiBes in
the Goodrich Four Corners
scighborhood,

Ovee N0 poople turned out for the
moccting, which was held, according 10
Lawe. under oil lamps la the snbeated
schooouse on Dec, 4, Officers were

docted ® the mecting, and the
newly-fousded Commanity Cud voted

(Contianed oo page J)

Schoolhouse--

(Contiraed feom Page 1)

o pay dees %0 Cover ImsuTance ead
eleciebelty expenses for lis new
headquatorns

Swinay Cook and Roben Ladd weve
olected co-presidents: Ralph Aulis was
samed treasurce; Charles Oliver
became social chakrman; and [awe was
adde secrelary of the Comriniey Chabs,
“ K" secomd mecting-under  electric
lighty—-was hedd Jan. B, and 3 thied s
scheduled for next Wednesday alght

The main priority lor the Cluly this
winter, says Cook, & fund-raising for
the restorstios. A bellding fund B
b«nmup.aﬁwdwkltw(.the
Clob Is secking ton dollar contzibuticas
from s reember families, Any Norwich
resident may becoso & momber of the
Root Distit Community Cub, Be
creghesos

The building fend will also e belped,
they dope, by upcoming raffes of cut
hardwood s=d, possibly, a woodsiove
Though heavy use mest awalt the work
os the Supdation, Robert Ladd notes
that 1en members held 3 “practice™
square dasce In the sehooihouxe bxsi
Saturday might.

The baliding’s laterior s ln good
shape. Large pictesea of Liscoln and
Washington, and two blackboards
cvoke the mot-so-distant days whem
aoighboebood  children-incind=g S
Cook's younger sister, lrstawost 1o
school s It,

The Gameo Cwb's peak yesrns are
recalied, 100, in & btchanette dullt into 2
corser of the old schoolhouse, and & =
plano on what sorved as the achool™s
“stage”’.

“We thisk It's kind of beneficial to
the community,” says Rodert Ladd, "o
kecp 3 placo which can be used for &
varlety of pwrposes.™

Ladd says he way = surgerived &3
sayene cise ai the respoase 1o the
save-the-schocihosse appeal. “It's mot
all old people, eciher,”” he notes.
“"Whea | say ‘ol people’, | mean one’s
who've lived arouad here 3 loag tme,
“There's one doctor whe's & membet,
for sastance, and he's very interested."’

Ladd says ho's 2ot quite sure how io
cxplain the enthusiaste respones to the
nmew Commasity b

*Yoars 2o, people used 6o use thes
community chorehes and
schoclbowaes,'” he saye, “and maybe
they're coming back to i, Maybe peopic
are moee iscerested in staying tloner to
home."

“Maybe things go In cycles™



